Graduation Project Self-Evaluation

1.  Upon reflection, did you choose the right Graduation Project topic for you?

Why or Why not?

Yes, slavery in WNC was absolutely the right topic for me. Because of my African background, the issue of slavery is very close to heart. I think that this passion for African American history kept me motivated throughout the different stages of my project. 
2.  Did you conduct enough research for the final paper?

I conducted more research than was actually required for a high school level. Because no extensive research has been conducted on Avery, I had to look through several primary documents and analyze them to come up with a working thesis. 
Did you conduct the research early enough in the process?

Absolutely. From the start, I knew that my research paper would be the key to successfully complete this project. Because I had little information on Avery, I knew that I had to research quite extensively. 
3.  Were you willing to revise the research paper each time? (Revise and edit are two different things.  Revise means to re-write and make major changes to content and organization.)  Did you begin the writing process early enough to allow sufficient time for revision?  What was your revision process? Did the revision process benefit you?  Why or why not?

I had sufficient time for revisions. I was among the first students to be done with the paper. Right away, I e-mailed the draft to my mentors. Because I put in a lot of time into the first draft, there simply were no drastic changes for me to make. 
4.  Did you ask your teacher for help when you didn’t understand a particular assignment or aspect of the paper?  Did you ask questions in class or pose them for others on the Moodle? How did that help you in this journey?

I tend to be an independent worker, but I did ask clarifying questions when needed to. My questions often revolved around deadlines rather the paper or the topic itself. 
5.  Did you spend enough time with your mentor?

Why or why not?

I spent enough time with my mentors. I don’t think that I spent as much time as some students did with their mentors, but I think that the time that I spent was sufficient for me. 

How did your mentor help you in completing the senior project?

I always made sure that I was prepared before the meetings. I they asked me to complete something before the next meeting, I made sure that I had that completed. All of them were prompt with their e-mails, so if I had a question, I could rely on a quick response. 

6.  Explain your physical project?  How much time did you spend on your physical project?  Does it show your best effort?  Why or why not?

I over 16 hours on my product and I do think that it shows my best effort. I think that the film is well researched and organized. 
7.  Did you spend enough time on your portfolio?  Does it show your best effort?  Is it neat and professional in appearance?  Is it creative?  Is it appealing?  Is it complete?  What would you change about it?

8.  How much effort did you put into preparing for your oral presentation?  Describe your planning and effort?  Did you begin preparing early enough?  Why or why not?

9.  Explain what you did for your community service hours?  How much time did you spend doing volunteer work?  How did the experience enrich your overall learning in this project?

I completed 10 hours of community service at the Smith-McDowell House. I did a lot of sewing, and other on and off jobs. Finally, they trusted me enough to let me play the role of a slave house servant on their Living History Day. The experience allowed me to see common history can connect people. 

10.  Do you feel proud of this project?  Does it represent your very best work in all areas?  Why do you feel this way?

I feel very proud of my project because I know that put every bit of effort into it. This project shows the growth in my writing, organizational, film editing, public speaking as well as creative skills. But more than anything, it showed me my potential in following through with something over a long period of time. 
11.  Of all you have done to complete this project, what would you have done differently to make you feel better about it?  Why is this so?
12.  What is the most significant fact or skill that you learned by completing the Graduation Project? Why is this significant?

I learned that notecards are essential for lengthy research. I am grateful that Mrs. Orenchuk made me do them because I was able to stay organized. When I began working on my works cited page, I knew exactly what website to refer back to. 

13.  What letter grade would you give yourself on the entire Graduation Project?  Please justify your grade with specific evidence and support.

 I would give myself an A because I worked really hard on this project. Moreover, my film shows the degree of my hard work. 
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